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SEMINAR OVERVIEW

The purpose of this seminar is to provide a broad overview of the major concepts of biblical worship .
What does the Bible have to say about worship? What's important to God in worship? What are His
objectives and priorities? How can a deeper understanding of God’s intentions for worship invigorate
and energize our response?

An overview helps us have perspective on the ultimate purposes and meaning of worship. We see how
these themes relate and interact with one another. We also become of aware of gaps in our understanding
and gain clearer thinking or insights. This understanding can help shape our worship expressions better
in “spirit and truth”.
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Inspire Worship Conference

Everybody Worships, All the time.

The Big Picture, a Biblical Worldview on Worship

1. Keeping it real: In beginning a conversation about spirituality, our humanity is
the common denominator.

a.
b.
C.

g.
h.

We are physical beings ...

We are emotional beings ...

We are spiritual beings ... searching for something transcendent, beyond
ourselves.

Anthropology: We see the search for divine connection throughout human
history in various pagan deities, cultures making gods out the sun, moon,
nature , animals etc.

There is a worship impulse, a part of human nature that seeks to put
something or someone in a position of glory. If it’s not directed to the bibli-
cal God, it’s a form of idolatry.

People are hungry for connection — with the divine and with others
Today — everybody makes up their own framework for spiritual under-
standing — Oprah, whatever

The contemporary spiritual condition —

“There is no lighthouse keeper. There is no lighthouse. There is no dry
land. There are only people living on rafts made from their own imagina-
tions. And, there is the sea”

John Dominic Crossan, co-founder of the Jesus Seminar, ex-
cerpt from My Soul Purpose, Richard Parrott p. 239

Everybody worships, all the time. Continuous Outpouring.

“We are, everyone of us, unceasing worshipers and will remain so forever,
for eternity is an infinite extrapolation of one of two conditions: a surrender
to the sinfulness of sin unto infinite loss or the commitment of personal
righteousness unto infinite gain. This is the central fact of our existence,
and it drives every other fact. Within it lies the story of creation or final
loss”

Harold Best , Unceasing Worship

2. What’s Your Story? A narrative approach.

a.

Story orientation —Everybody lives out of one
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b. Lots of people say “l believe in God”, but they don’t mean the God of the
bible

in today’s culture many people make up their own version of God
it depends on what story you live out of, your worldview, your meta-
narrative

oo

e. “All human communities live out of some story that provides a context for
understanding the meaning of history and gives shape and direction to
their lives... Which story we live out of makes a huge difference in how
one interprets events in life ”(The Drama of Scripture, Bartholomew &
Goheen p12, 19)

f. The Bible presented as God’s story — Meta narrative
i. Itis normative — defines the starting point of truth
i. Comprehensive — it explains life as a whole

g. Webber — Who Gets to Narrate the World
i. Creation / Fall / Incarnation / Recreation
ii. It's Theo-centric, it’s all about God

h. God'’s story orients our understanding of life
i. We are created to be comfortable in our own skin, to delight in God,
because he delights in us.
ii. Represent God in the natural world, to be a blessing
iii. Worship heals the human soul & spirit

i. We are interested in God and spirituality because we are interested in liv-
ing.“We sense that life is more than what we are in touch with at this mo-
ment, but not different from it, and not unrelated to it. There comes a time
for most of us when we discover a deep desire within us to live from the
heart what we already know in our heads and do with our hands.

Eugene Peterson, “Christ Plays in 10,000 Places”

3. Is there right and wrong worship? Are there right and wrong ways of relation-
ship?
a. Biblical examples of unacceptable worship.
b. God is into relationships, God is a relationship

c. When you get to know someone, you understand their likes and dislikes.
Examples.
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What is Worship? Three Organizing Scriptures

1) Romans 12:1
a. Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bod-
ies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act
of worship.
b. Holistic, All of life

2) John 4:24
a. God is spirit and his worshippers must worship Him in Spirit and in truth
i. Spirit — not ritual or duty
ii. Truth —the Word of God; the work of Jesus Christ

3) Mark 12:29-31
a. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind and with all your strength.
b. Everything we are and have
c. Four primary areas:
i. personality,
ii. contemplation,
iii. energy,
iv. resources
d. To Love God with all our heart mind soul strength, we need to develop
i. Thinking hearts
ii. Feeling minds

4) Worship Theology made simple: Love God, Love people
a. To love well, we must do it God’s way

b. “Worship of the true and living God is essentially an engagement with him
on the terms that he proposes and in the way that he alone makes possi-
ble” David Peterson, Engaging God (20, 283).
5) Worship is our response to God’s revelation: God Initiates, we respond
a. Worship is all of life

b. Expressed as personal worship : on the deck with a cup of coffee

c. Expressed as gathered or corporate worship : “church”
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Biblical Foundations of Worship: 7 Big Ideas

1) Worship is All About God and Who He Is
a. A.k.a. The Doctrine of God

b. | believe life giving worship is grounded in the identity, the essence of
God. We focus on Him and ascribe to Him the glory due His name.

c. We become what we behold.

d. One thing have | asked of the Lord, that will | seek, inquire for, and [in-
sistently] require: that | may dwell in the house of the Lord [in His pres-
ence] all the days of my life, to behold and gaze upon the beauty [the
Sweet attractiveness and the delightful loveliness] of the Lord and to
meditate, consider, and inquire in His temple. Psalm 27:4 Amplified

e. Beholding His power and glory Psalm 63:2

f. Who is God?

i. “l'am who | am” Ex 3:14

i. “Alpha and Omega, beginning and the end” Revelation 1:8
iii. The king “eternal, immortal, invisible” 1 Timothy 1:17

iv. God is Love 1 John 4:8 &16

v. The Lord is good Psalm 100:5

g. Attributes of God Appendix
h. Names of God Appendix

i. We learn that
i. God is transcendent — He is not like us
ii. Godisimminent —is very close

j- Delight in God (Psalm 37:4) , He delights in you (Psalm 149:4)

k. Questions: How focused is your worship on One Thing?

Are there some attributes lacking?

m. Challenge : How can you get beyond religious cliché in expressing these
truths?
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2) Christian worship is Trinitarian = Love, love, love

a.

b.

e.

f.

g.

It's a mystery. The Trinity tells us a lot about love.

God has always existed as Father, Son, Holy Spirit before He created
anything.

The Trinity reflects God as a perfect communion (close relationship) of
love. God is a community. God is a relationship.

His community was, is, and will be complete, perfect and totally satisfied in
and of himself. Since God is love ... the Father, Son , Holy Spirit are in a
love relationship. Adoration has been going on in the Godhead for eternity.

God invites us into this relationship, into His community, into His family.

Question: How Trinitarian is your worship?
How Trinitarian are your songs?

3) Christian worship is Cristocentric = Jesus is Lord !

a.

Jesus is the central and defining figure in the spiritual life. His life is, pre-
cisely, revelation. He brings out into the open what we could never have
figured out for ourselves , never guessed in a million years. He is “God
among us.” God speaking, acting, healing, helping. Salvation is the big
word into which all these words fit. The name Jesus means “God saves”.
God present and at work saving in our language, and in our history. The 4
gospels tell us everything we need to know about Jesus. And Jesus tells
us everything we need to know about God.

. Eugene Peterson, “Christ Plays in 10,000 Places” (Part 2, 1:40 — 2:50)

Question: How clearly and often do you proclaim Jesus as Lord in your
worship? Songs?

4) The Holy Spirit is alive and well and bigger than our boxes

a.
b.

C.

d.

Pneumatology refers to the study of the Holy Spirit.
The role of the Holy Spirit in gathered worship

i. Planned (led by the Spirit)
ii. Spontaneous (also led by the Spirit)
The Presence of God — “God shows up” — (we show up)

Shekinah glory — manifest presence
i. Exodus 40:34 “the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle”
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ii. 1 Kings 8:11 “the glory of the Lord filled His temple”
iil. Isaiah 6:7 — Isaiah’s encounter
iv. Acts 2 — Pentecost, Wind & Fire

5) Patterns and rhythms , This is the nuts and bolts. Scripture reveals some very
clear instructions for engaging with God. God revealed in sacred space and time.

a. Sacred Space: Tabernacle /Temple — Handout

i. “The floor plan, arrangement of furnishings and order of worship in
the Old Testament sanctuaries were all intended to lead the wor-
shiper through a series of experiences that culminated in a close
encounter with the Holy God” (Enter His Courts With Praise, p.189
Andrew Hill)

b. Sacred Time: Rhythms of life

i. Sabbath — The Lord’s day
ii. Hebrew Calendar - sacred times (Leviticus 23& 25) Passover, the
Feasts of Unleavened bread, the Offering of First Fruits, Festival of
Weeks, Festival of Trumpets, day of Atonement, Festival of Booths
(or Tabernacles)
iii. Christian Calendar could be considered an extension of this (Ad-
vent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, Easter, Pentecost)

c. Patterns of corporate encounter
i. Liturgical Psalms (5, 24, 50, 68, 81-82, 134)
ii. Biblical worship services (1 Kings 8, Nehemiah 8/9)
iii. Use of psalms, hymns, spiritual songs (Eph 5:19 Col 3:16)

d. Sacraments: all communicate a revelation of God
i. Eucharist (communion), Baptism
ii. Others - Marriage, Anointing , Ordination

6) Actions and Attitudes

a. God goal for us to be transformed. He is in the creation & re-creation
business.

b. His objective is the transformation of our human nature into his divine na-
ture
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i. And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are
being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory,
which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 2 Cor 3:18

c. His methodology is that we would “....be transformed by the renewing of
your minds” Rom 12:2

d. The attitudes of worship therefore are:
i. Humility
ii. Thankfulness
iii. Gratitude
iv. Repentance
v. All the fruits of the Holy Spirit > love joy peace patience etc. Gal
5;22
vi. Childlike faith (Mathew 19:14) , and others...

e. These dispositions enlarge our hearts capacity to love Him

f. Our outward actions reflect an inward attitude (Handout)
i. Singing
ii. Clapping, etc

7) We Remember and Anticipate (Ancient / Future)
a. God’s history with his people — we are connected to the past
i. Psalm 136, A song of God’s history with Israel
ii. Acts 7, Stephens sermon recounting God’s story

b. God is looking for a people

i. Exodus 6:7 | will take you as my own people, and | will be your
God.

ii. Lev26:12 | will walk among you and be your God, and you will be
my people

iii. 1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful
light.

c. God’s story: Creation / Fall / Incarnation / Re - creation
i. Genesis: Created Good - in the image of God who seeks the sal-
vation and renewal of fallen creation
ii. Revelation: The future - New Heavens and a New Earth, all things
will be made new. Eschatology.
iii. This should inspire hope
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